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dt f dT t RdT ddrR I ^fr ddRdRdtd-dT I, fdd I, fT I, ddtddtfdd R dR 

fdTTt dlddifld J mR|R dt dlfod dT HRdldd R. 

dIHIddM % Rfdd dt dtdddT dT RdT dddTd dff fdT dT, Rk d dd % fddd 
R d d d I RdT dHd M Rll Rd I dT. df Rldd ifld Mdd dt H<ldl8l R. do I dT TfT R fd 
Rlddd dfdd R dddT R, dR dfdd fdft W R. dfdd df dTd dff dTdTdt R 
R^MR dT Tft R fd Rgdd’ ^l®d R ft dddT df dddd IRfRd R fd ddT df-dd Rh I ft 
dTfRf - fRfR^d ddf dT Rddf ! RlddifRd ddd dt dff dfdTd R. TTddddT Rtd 
dtdddT R dd df Rdf R ddT ddf dT TRf dTdTd-ddTd f dT ? dd, fd 3TTddt dtd TfT 
dT, dtd df R ddTdT dtd Rt dfc tR R Rtd dTdt HTlRd, dT SJdTf R. df dfdd 
ddf, dfdW f. 3dd% dTd dd dff, ddfRRtd dT R. 

dfdfld % fR dddk dtdT dT dd ^Rtdt R dTd fd fd dR ddR d^ffd R 
ddrfRd dR. ffddT R RTF dtf ddTfTd TTTdd ft RtdT fd fdddf fd dTT-fTT TRd 
dddtdT-dd dT dddld dd % fddt Rd R ddR dftd fdT ft. dddR RR ft fdft dTd 
STTdT dT sfk fdR ddT TdtdTT fddT. dTTT-370 ddf dfd dt ^dflRddl dT dTd dT. 
dd df ddT dT dd fR ddTddT R dt dk ddTdddt ddTfTdTd Rfd dt did ” II R dt 
dR ddT 3TddR ®ddddT ddTdT ddT dT fddt ddd % dTd fdd-fdd dd dMIdld ff dTdT 
dT. RdT ft ff dt TfT dT. TddT dTddT ddlR dTdf sffc dd dTdd dddR dT dTddT d 
d5T ddR d I<d1 dt ^tf ^ dt fdddt dt ddT dT fd dR Rdf dTTT dt R ? dtddd ddR" 
d ldRdl % dTd ®ddfK dR Rdt ddT dT ff dTd |. 

dRd fftdt dt df, ddffd RdfTd R dddk ff dff dtdT dT fR, dTd ff 
dldf dt ijddfdftd ddT df %fdTdt, dffdfdftd dddtfd df dt^ddT, dfwfdddT # 
dRfd-stdTdRRr fdrR ddT drfdddTd % ddT dTddddTdt dTddf tR ddddTdt ! 
dddk d% ddff dfdldT ff, df fR ^dTd t^df 1 fddfT fddT dT. sfk dd fd dt ddT 
R ? 3TddT ^dfdd d Rd d ddTdt ff, fd RR TdddTd R - fdT tR R #dT RdfTd R 
dfR RdT dff dT. dlTdtd dddfTdtd % dRdcd dT df ddd ddjd dT. fd ddd 
ddd fdTTT dfddcd ff dtd dTdt ! 

fd dlfR dt dddR % fdf ddR dTdT% dd dT ddR d. fdR df dff fddT. 
Rdff RdTddf % fdf dff fddT, fdTdd dfc RdOdTd % fdf dff fddT, df dddk % 
fdf dt dff fddT. df dTfd dT, fd ddT ff TTddtfdd ddtd dT. dTd dfdfTd fR fddt 
fT d 3TTdT R fd fd df ddd dff Mil R fd ddTfTdTd-dTdR dRr-Rd dSfdTT dt 
fdffd R %R df dTTT dd Ml, fd dfdd ddTdT sfR dR fd d I d K dt fddT. RdT dfR 
R ddfddt dt ff, ddRd dt ff, RfdTfRdt dt ff, TTddtfdd srfdTd ddd dt fRdR 
Rfdd RdT dt fdT fd fd df d% fd dddR fdTTT dlRd Rd R; sfR dd fd RdT dfR 
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rttr ft fkm % rtr ft wk fff Rf trtt rt h^im rtrt Tft |. RRTfPTTR 

ffp RRIdfdt ft sffc RR% RT^R ft RR% RTR fRR ttR R®^dl Rt fRTRRtft ft, 
RRRt ddRK Rt RRfTRft ft eft Rftf?RfR fRRdt RTfR Tft ftft, Rft RRRT RT RRRT 
f. Rf eft RRT RT fR RR tR % RFfRfRR RtRR ft RRRRTR dPIRR, fRRtRT RT%, 
TtRRRffT dlffdl #ft R^RFR fffdRi RfRR sff 1% rY R^RP RtT RRTR Rt fR dTR 
RRRt if RRT Rpft Tfeft ft RfT RTRTft RRRTRt fk RRRTRRTRI RTJRt % RT RRt 
Rift it. RTR Rot ft tffddM |. 

RftRtTfrffRfr^TjgtRT Rtft % Rtr ftp H Rdl ft R RyfU ft Rift *JR RRT 
Psfi ft ! ft RRRT f, eft RR RT d,RddI Idl^, RRt RRR RT %R ft RTR ^ RR; Rft eft 
RPRt RP TPR Rt %R RRT ftRT ! RRT Rf RTRTT $ddl RRRP f fR did HRdIft RT 
^Rldd I dfl RT dRdl ft ? RR RR Rt pft H Rd I <1 % RTR fRR RT RPtR R, 
RdRlRfTft RTR^Rt % sfk RTRit Rt RRF RRTR ft ! RR RRT RR ^T ft RTRRt 
RPtRTft Rt RR Tft Rt ? ftr RTR Rf RRRT f fR Rf ’JR RRRtfRR-RR R^P RJR % 
RR Tft | ? %R RT TPRt Rt R^R-Rt RTRtff HpRMdl frft f fR fRRRt Rif fdd fft 
<|R| "TRT ft fldl f ? Rld-RT RPR f Rt RR RT RR RtfRRT % ftR ft RRR dft f ? 
RR Rt RtfRRtsff Rt RTRTt RRT Tf f fR ! Rtf Rft RRT % fR dMdlfdR RRt Rt RRtf 
% Rt 3TTRf SRRRPf ft RRt ft MR I Rid |TT RRfr ^ 3PRt Pf^ RTRR RR%RTR%^ 
3TTTT ? fRT RRt f fR Rt RTRR ft ftRT f RR Rt RRtRt RRRt RTR TRteft f ? RTR 
RPftT RT RRT %, PRTRT Rt % R^TeRt RtRt f - PTIrtt ft Rpdfld RRt RT. 

^R RRRtT Rt RRt RT^ RR RRT RR RR Rt PR Rft R%f\ RTRT% ^^tf, RtR 
RT^T fRRRR. RRRT I, RtR RR T f^RT. RRRt RF 3Rq% «|gd TtRf'-RRTf' % RTR ft 
RTfP STTf- RRt f. RT^ft RTRdt Rfft ^ ^TTRT Rfft% RR ft RTRT Rt RRRnfRt. sftT 
RRTR % dlt ^R RRT T% f, Rt RRT ftRT ? IdMR % % dit tdI, Rt RTRRt RPTRTf f - 
TTR iRR R^% RR RWtft RRTR f - RtfR R RpJR RRTTr Plf" Rt spftR RT Tf f", RTRRt 
%R ft RR f. ^R (dd I RT RTRtT ^R^Rt RRRt Rft f. 

RTRtft RR % RtR #dt RRTRRTRt RT Tf f sftT RRRtT % RTTTRT^ ft RR% RPt 
% fRTT 3TR RRT-RRT RRRPT f, RRRt ^dl RTR fRTRt-Rft R ^dif RT Tft f, RRT % dgd 
RtReR Rft f ? RRTRRRt f RtR R^T f f% Rf RRdt ^RT^ #dt RTR Rft RT^R ^T 
# RP RTf Rt RTR f. ftfRR RRIdfdt % RPRf df fRRRRtRRT RRt ft Rft | ! 
TPRTTRT ft fRR RTftR ft Rtf' % RTR RRR # fRR RTf TPtRf ^ RRRT fRRT RRT, RR 
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Dear Sir, 

Gandhian fraternity is issuing this statement regarding the explosive situation in Kashmir. This is not a 
political party matter but a matter of great concern for the people of India as well as for the Indian 
democracy. 

I would like to appeal you to give it as wide a publicity as necessary and possible. 

I would appreciate if you acknowledge the mail. 

Regards, 

KUMAR PRASHANT 
Chairman 

Gandhi Peace Foundation 
14th August 2019 


Blind Alley 

Having listened, to the debates on Kashmir in the Rajya Sabha and 
Lok Sabha, the Prime Minister’s address to the nation, and having 
watched subsequent developments in Kashmir, we as citizens of 
India inspired by the life and work of Mahatma Gandhi feel 
compelled to state that the government has pushed the country 
into a blind alley. The gun that was used to silence Kashmir is now 
being used as a telescope through which to see Kashmir. This is 
shameful, unfortunate and ominous for India. 

A whole state has vanished from the map in broad daylight. The 
Indian Union had 28 states, now it has 27. This is not a magic show, 







where a magician shows us, we know, something unreal and. 
illusory. Here we are witnessing something cruel, ugly, 
undemocratic and seemingly irreversible. It reveals the poverty of 
our democratic politics. 

Even during the Emergency, the Lok Sabha was not humiliated in 
this manner—the Opposition then ensured that. This time our 
democracy has plunged to a new low. It is being said that 
democracy is driven by the majority and a large majority has 
decided the fate of Kashmir. What is blithely concealed is that a true 
majority implies a multiplicity of opinions and the presence of 
contending views. What took place in the Parliament this time was 
far from an exchange of views or a serious debate. One man 
shouted, more than three hundred thumped desks, and the rest sat 
crestfallen, defeated. This is not bahumat or majority, but 
bahusankhya or majoritarianism—an attempt to rule by numbers. 
There was no clash of well-thought-out opinions or convincing 
arguments. You were only offered heads to be counted. 

History bequeathed Kashmir to us with a challenge—how to make it 
a part of our geography. Globally it was a rare example of a state 
signing a conditional treaty of accession. That is how Kashmir came 
to us and we accepted it. Article 370 was an instrument of that 
treaty. In its original conception, as pronounced by Jawaharlal 
Nehru, it was described as a temporary provision, which would 
become in the long run redundant. Indeed, that is what it became. 
Barring those who took advantage of it and those who could not 
take advantage of Kashmir because of it, there was only a handful 
of people aware of the existence of Article 370. 

Alas, along with the redoubtable challenge Kashmir posed, history 
also bestowed us with a new combination of amoral politics, an 
insatiable hunger for power, national and international 



machinations of communal forces, and. imperialist interventions 
through Pakistan. Kashmir, known as a heaven on earth, came to us 
enmeshed, in hellish complications. And. this was at a time when we 
had. just emerged, from bloodbath of our own, and struggling to re¬ 
assemble a fragmented self. It was the most delicate moment in the 
life of newly decolonized India. 

We could have closed our doors on Kashmir, but we did not. It was 
an act of courage, a new political experiment. We have drifted so far 
from that moment in history that we cannot fully appreciate the 
subtle balance at which the triumvirate of Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Vallabhbhai Patel and Sheikh Abdullah arrived. They were the ones 
who shaped the contours of Kashmir, as we know it today. Of 
course, there were mistakes and errors of judgment but popular 
opposition leaders with moral stature—such as Jayaprakash 
Narayan, Vinoba Bhave and Ram Manohar Lohia—did not allow 
absolutist measures in Kashmir. And now, we suddenly find, 
Kashmir has become a mortuary. 


It is being said that a handful of people, especially three families, 
have run regimes of loot and plunder all these years. Perhaps, but 
why were no legal remedies sought for that? Instead, the entire 
state has been turned into a prison. Is the government so weak that 
it cannot take on the might of these three families? Not only the 
Congress but also Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the present regime have 
shared power with these families. Does that mean that they too 
have a share in the loot? In any case, it is doubtful if our political 
system is capable of running without corruption? Can somebody 
tell us, how did the ruling party receive the billions of rupees 
reported by newspapers recently? How is it that the stream of 
wealth somehow begins to flow towards those in power? Corruption 



and. nepotism are not confined, to Kashmir. Mahatma Gandhi rightly 
called the entire system rotten. 

We will not be able to lock down Kashmir forever. The doors will 
surely open, the people will come out, and their anguish will burst 
forth. Foreign elements will poison their minds with even more 
vigour. All the leaders of the opposition who were urging the people 
to maintain peace and abide by the rule of law have been 
imprisoned. We have burnt all the bridges for a possible dialogue. 

The picture is far from bucolic. The leaders of the ruling party are 
busy displaying their ugly private fantasies and greed in public 
statements on Kashmir. This naked display of the desire to exploit 
Kashmir in the guise of investment and development has become 
disgusting. The Prime Minister is right in saying that celebrations 
are premature and there is a great deal of work to be done in 
Kashmir. But how does one trust his words? The Parliament was 
illuminated with celebratory lights right after the passage of the 
Bill. What is there to celebrate in the unfortunate step we have 
taken in our own country, against our own people? Such 
celebrations only deepens the wounds of the Kashmiris. 

Those who truly love India and care about its honour and its 
sovereignty must step in to compensate for the failure of vision, 
leadership and integrity. What happened in Parliament is not 
irrefutable or inevitable. Duly elected lawmakers can reverse last 
week’s decisions. If the Emergency could be overturned, there is no 
reason why the abrogation of Article 370 cannot be undone, 
provided enough MPs feel that way. What is harder to undo is the 
damage done to our democratic political culture. What cannot be 
bridged is the trust deficit. 



We must stand with the Kashmiris in their hour of crisis, which is 
equally our hour of crisis. Our helpless fellow-citizens who have 
been imprisoned must know that all right-thinking Indians share 
their anguish. The government must protect law and order, but it 
must also allow free expression at every level. That will help us to 
normalize the situation. 
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